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Trains of Thought
an exploration of the 00 scale environment



Model Making and the 00 environment

This catalogue comprises artworks related to the use 
of the 00 gauge model railway environment. This is 
presented as a novel medium for the expression of 
concepts to do with ômodel-makingõ in the general 
sense and speciþcs about working within a scaled 
environment. 

Model-making can operate in several directions 
but usually it is seen as verisimilitude in transcribing 
from the ôreal worldõ to the minaturised as a way of 
bringing large scale chaotic elements under com-
prehension and therefore control. Alternatively it 
can work from comprehensible sub-units (because 
they are small scale and controllable) to emulate 
and predict how the full scale world operates.

But this reliance on the experiential world is not nec-
essarily the whole story. Once in the model environ-
ment, changes and abstractions can be specu-
lated that would be impossible otherwise. It would 
then be interesting to dispense with this link entirely



At þrst, my interest in the 00 environment came about through 
wanting to make an extended micro-dolly for my digital movie 
camera. 

The intension was to use it for animations and set-piece table-
top explorations. But one thing led to another... and the initial 
1-2 metres extended to several, and then looped round to form 
a circuit. Obviously the table top could not contain this expan-
sion and so it migrated to the ÿoor. 

Once there , a whole new set of possibilities opened up in terms 
of the exploration of internal spaces.  The track could be laid 
under furniture, and generated objects, and the artistõs feet 
and hands (intially staying out of shot) became an integral part 
of the sequences.

I set about also looking for alternative uses for the hardware I 
had accumulated and created the installation ôClimate Model 
No2õ for the exhibition ôPerpetuum Mobileõ. 

Recently I have been generating my own tanker wagons, with 
embedded philosophical text, as part of the ôTrain of Thoughtõ 
series. These are fully operational wagons that can be run 
around a track, but also have been extended into the absurd.
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Idrogeno Veneziano 01
Acrylic, text on acetate, mastic, þxtures : 2009

Appeared in the ôSouvenirõ exhibition at the Scala Mata gallery, Venice Biennale Collaterali 2009

The piece was intended as a ôsouvenir of Veniceõ composed as a railway tanker full of Venice water. 
The text reads ôidrogeno venezianoõ so, as in the chemical shorthand for water (H20), this is a chemical 
fantasy nomenclature in the form - hydrogen Venice or H2V.

Idrogeno Veneziano 02
Acrylic, text on acetate, mastic, þxtures : 2009
A second version of the above, but playing on the freudian ambiguities of 
the fractured text.The access þxtures have been reduced to one side only.





Cogito Ergo Mus 01
Acrylic, text on acetate, mastic, plumberõs þle paper, þxtures : 2009

Part of the ôTrain of Thoughtõ series. Here the tanker wagon is injected with text from Descartesõ famous 
phrase  - ôCogito Ergo Sumõ. Unfortunately the text has been messed up and reversed so reads ômuSõ.
Here philosophy and modelling meet up and metaphorically ôcome off the railsõ.
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Tanker text :

Foolish Perses ! Work the work that the gods 
ordained for men, lest in bitter anguish of thumos 
seek your livelihood amongst your neighbours, and 
they heed you not.
Hesiod : ôWorks and Daysõ
Quoted from : ôThe Origin of Conciousness in the 
Breakdown of the Bicameral Mindõ : Julian Jaynes
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Foolish Perses, Tryptych 01
Acrylic, mastic, þxtures : 2009

Part of the ôTrain of Thoughtõ series. Here three tankers are injected with the thoughts of the cult phi-
losopher Hesiod from c1000 BC. The text is taken from his ôWorks and Daysõ and offers practical ad-
vice to his brother Perses on how to live his life. The thrust of the text is to advise  him not to indulge in 
politics and the þner arts but to be diligent in tilling his þelds or face destitution.  A worthy comment 
on the practicalities of being an artist in todayõs economic climate.

On a deeper level, the quote is taken from Julian Jaynes book ôThe Origin of Conciousness in the 
Breakdown of the Bicameral Mindõ which advances this as a quasi-schizoid dialogue between the 
two temporal lobes of a non-concious bicameral mind.
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Foolish Perses,75 01
Acrylic, mastic, þxtures : 2009 : 75cms long

As in the preceding ôFoolish Persesõ, the text is taken from 
Hesiod, but this time injected into a 75 cm tanker wagon. 
This extends the level of absurdity to literally new lengths. 
The wagon now abandons all pretentions to functionality 
in favour of the prevailing philosophy.

The artwork is now enclosed in an acrylic tube
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Tanker text :

ôThe absence of space, though we think it as empty of 
objects...ever new and increasing wonder and awe - 
the starry heavens...a universe without a purpose

What can I know?  What ought I to do?  What may I 
hope? ...own existence proves the existence of objects 
in space outside intuitions, and therefore, with us, to 
sensibility, because in no other way. 

Whoever wills an end ought to will the means
Immanuel Kant : Critique of Pure Reason



The Absence of Space (Kant) 75-01
Acrylic, text on acetate, star maps on acetate, mastic, 
paper, þxtures : 2010 : 75cms long

Part of the ôTrain of Thoughtõ series. Here the tanker wag-
on is injected with text from Kant referring to the purpose 
of the Heavens. 



The Absence of Space (Kant) 75-01
Detail and oblique views







Tanker text :

Heavenly hydrocarbons
Ethane C2H6    
Cyclopentane C5H10   
Allene C3H4
Methylcyclohexane C7H14       
Piperylene C5H8
Methylcyclopropane C4H8      
Cyclooctane C8H16 
Decane C10H22     
Nonane C9H20     
Methane CH4

Heavenly Hydrocarbons 75-01
Acrylic, text on acetate, mastic, þxtures : 2010 : 75cms long

Part of the ôTrain of Thoughtõ series. Here the tanker wagon is injected 
with chemical formulae of organic molecules found in space.

Details next 2 pages...
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